this discussion into an exploration of the future of the field, concentrating on new researchers and new research. It was well attended with over sixty scholars at various stages of the academic life-course, from postgraduates to recent retirees. When the call for papers was drafted, the conference committee suggested the following six themes as a possible organising framework for panels: economic, social, gender/cultural, religious and political history and diaspora studies. The division of the field into these sections was reinforced by the keynote speakers who were each allocated a sub-heading and asked to reflect on the development of the field from that perspective. Yet, over the course of the event, the resistance of new research to such simplistic categorisation and the fluidity of ideas across traditional disciplinary boundaries became apparent. Despite this, these headings offer a useful structure for exploring the direction of the field of seventeenth-and eighteenth-century Scottish history.
One of the trends most evident across the two-day event was the influence of the cultural turn on the field of Scottish history. The cultural turn has generated mass interest in culture -a development which simultaneously expanded humanities disciplines to include not only the narrow field of artistic or literary expression but also human interaction in almost every sphere of life. It focused historians on the production and dissemination of meaning through social and economic structures, practices and beliefs. 1 The popularity of this approach has long been recognised by the Economic and Social History Society of Scotland, whose renaming of their journal, Scottish Economic and Social History, to the Journal of Scottish Historical Studies in 2005 reflected the inability of the category 'economic and social' to capture the vibrancy and diversity of current approaches to Scottish history, or the interdisciplinarity many new scholars are beginning to adopt.
The significance of cultural history to Scottish history of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries was highlighted during the Society's conference by the wide-ranging work captured under its rubric. Katie Barclay's keynote paper gave an overview of this body of work, indicating that histories of the Scottish book trade, literature, reading, singing, balladry and oral culture are well-developed and ongoing and that studies of the relationship between language, whether Gaelic or Scots, and identity were increasingly popular, reflecting the significance of language to methodologies of cultural history. 2 She also reflected on the growing significance of studies of material culture to the field of seventeenth-and eighteenthcentury Scottish history and the increasingly sophisticated methodologies for using material sources -a real strength of Scottish history reinforced by partnerships between academics women's inclusion as topics of discussion, but their exclusion as intellectual actors, and the ways in which this mirrored women's social positions more broadly. Her work emphasised the ways in which access to public societies incorporated men and excluded women from the shaping of the Enlightenment thought that would become central to the development of Scottish society and culture.
The social and cultural significance of the exclusion of women from shaping Enlightenment discourse was further highlighted in the work of Andrew Wells, who presented a paper exploring the ways in which eighteenth-century discourses of gender and race were constructed in the law court (a space dominated by white men) and how they impacted on the application of justice. Enlightenment culture was also at the heart of Nathalie Rosset's work on eighteenth-century Scottish towns. She argued that the idea of 'urbanity' -that is, a form of Enlightenment sociability and social conduct identified with urban culturewas also found within the provincial towns, where its meaning was negotiated as town dwellers tried to resolve tensions between the perceived loss of 'ancient communal practices' and the demands of modern town life.
Other papers presented at the conference demonstrated that these methodologies are not restricted to scholars of the eighteenth century. Leona Skelton's paper on insanitary nuisances in the seventeenth century highlighted the extent to which the local community drove the policing of the environment through regular complaints to local authorities, offering an alternative vision of town regulation from traditional top-down models of law enforcement -and highlighting the contested nature of urban space. Similarly Graham Chernoff's case study of the building of the Tron Kirk in mid-seventeenth-century Edinburgh demonstrated a multitude of relationships in the early modern community, from the tensions between local and international architectural influences to those between community demands and religious need, between the laity and the clergy, and between the people who paid and those who built. Chernoff, like many of the speakers on the eighteenth century, saw the built environment (and thus the concept of space) as a central element in both shaping and demonstrating cultural meaning.
The branch of scholarship represented by these papers is indicative of the influence of the cultural turn, which precipitated a rethinking of the ways in which power relationships operated within society, highlighting the interactive and negotiated nature of power both within and between social groups. Enlightenment thought is no longer only viewed in terms of elite writers and their shared intellectual networks, but is now seen in terms of how its meanings were negotiated within Scottish society -both before and after it was written -how its authors were part of that culture, and the implications of Enlightenment thinking for social practice, justice and culture. and Enlightenment, the role of religion in shaping political belief, and how religion framed social and personal outlooks. This shift had brought about a host of new questions, as belief has come to be understood as more than just church doctrine, but also superstition, the remnants of pagan culture and Catholicism in Reformation society, and the way that doctrine was adapted as it was applied to the everyday. 10 Yet, as Raffe noted, while this approach has been applied to the Scottish Reformation period, the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries in Scotland require further attention.
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Raffe may have taken heart from the inclusion of religion in a variety of papers presented during the conference. While there were no speakers who focused solely on religious practice, religious belief was central to several discussions. Chernoff's paper highlighted the way that religious belief shaped the structure of a major building project, the attitudes of those involved in its creation and, through church building, the architectural face preferences were associated more with opportunity than commitment. 12 Such interpretations have seen politics as relatively unsophisticated and typified by factional struggles and petty infighting, as opposed to the party structure that came to be associated with the English Parliament. Patrick, however, argued that from 1689 there were distinct political partiesthese were relatively fluid, but were identified by firm religious and political motives. By the end of the century these were cohesive and more than capable of challenging the royal court, and, despite previous interpretations, Scottish legislation was not necessarily dictated from A field that has also seen the impact of the cultural turn is social history, although the relationship between the two is complex. Within the wider discipline of history, it is generally the case that cultural history has superseded social history as the predominant 'new'
approach, but in many ways cultural studies continues the democratic potential that social history first provided in its opening up of new social groups and forms of analysis, including those of gender, race and class. 14 In some ways, however, as other branches of history - The significance of gender and race to the field of social history was highlighted at the conference by the significant number of people working in these areas, although as previously suggested, the work of many of these historians resists allocation to a particular field or methodological approach. Barclay's keynote paper highlighted the growth in women's and gender history in Scotland over the last decade, pointing to the growth in studies (especially for the eighteenth century) of women's work, women in political and economic life, women's reading and writing, and the development of masculinity studies. Readers, Writers, Salonnières, 1750 -1900 (2011 The integration of diaspora studies to so many papers throughout the weekend highlighted its importance in understanding seventeenth-and eighteenth-century Scottish society. Zickermann highlighted the importance of Scots families to overseas relations, and
Talbott also suggested that a deeper understanding of the Scottish diaspora contributes to an understanding of Scotland's international commercial relationships -both of these papers demonstrating that without understanding the people involved the trading links themselves cannot be properly understood. The importance of diaspora studies was also raised in the Instead, studies of the Scottish diaspora were prominent, including exploring the important effect that Scottish communities abroad had on their homeland, particularly in terms of economic repatriation and cultural exchange. It is clear that scholars are now increasingly reluctant to consider Scotland as separate from her wider relationships. This is in part a response to scholars' resistance to continue subscribing to the perception that Scotland was slow to develop and backwards in many areas. A distinct challenge to this now outmoded view was one of the central themes emerging from the conference and a positive, and rather assertive, development in the field.
The papers presented and discussions that took place at the Society's 2010 conference are evidence that seventeenth-and eighteenth-century Scottish historical studies not only remains in a healthy state, but also that the many approaches of a new generation of Scottish 20 historians are expanding the scope and significance of research on these centuries. The influence of the cultural turn, the fluidity between subject boundaries, the variety of sources and methodologies employed and the vibrancy of both the presentations and discussion highlighted the maturity of the field. The extent to which new research is resisting simplistic categorisation, and the willingness of scholars to allow the exchange of ideas across traditional disciplinary boundaries, suggests that there are many more new perspectives yet to be uncovered.
